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Featured
Remarkable Creatures by Tracy Chevalier Remarkable Creatures is a historical fiction novel by renown author Tracy Chevalier. She is best known for her award-winning 1999 novel Girl with a Pearl Earring. This book is based on the life of Mary Anning, an uneducated working-class woman, with an amazing eye for spotting "curies", the fossils that abounded in the nearby cliff rocks and provided much needed income for her impoverished family.
The story takes place mainly in the picturesque English coastal town of Lyme
Regis. The looming and crumbling Jurassic Blue Lias cliffs along the seashore described in the story provide the setting for a twelve-year old girl born on May 21, 1799, to change history in several ways.
Chevalier weaves her story around three key themes which Mary Anning had to battle. The author creates a vivid sense of life's challenges for women in England in the early 1800's and particularly for an uneducated, working-class
woman.

Class divides - the admiration, jealousy and tension between Mary, the uneducated, working-class woman and her only long-term friend, Elizabeth Philpot, an educated, middle-class gentlewoman who also loves fossils.
Prejudice and Exploitation - A woman in the early 1800's was not allowed into the hallowed halls of science. Mary's discoveries were in the beginning, bought by men who claimed them as their own.
[image: ] Religion vs Science - Mary's discoveries challenged the beliefs of her times that God has created everything and that He didn't make mistakes. The idea that He had created life forms that no longer existed was not acceptable.
Mary Anning was only twelve years old when her brother Joseph came running to her sayingthat he had found something unusual. He didn't actually enjoy looking for "curies" and let Mary have credit for the first find. The find was an almost complete skeleton of an Ichthyosaurus seventeen feet long.
She was in her words a hunter, willing to spend hours searching in the muddy, dangerous cliff faces for the "curies. Mary had conviction and passion, a focus on something that would give meaning to her life ahead. When Mary had excavated and restored the Ichthyosaurus, or Fish Lizard, she knew there were more "monsters" to be found and that gave her the
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drive to keep looking. While she was a "hunter", she had to deal with the collectors", the men in their spotless clothes who bought her finds and took credit for the amazing discoveries.
In 1823, Mary Anning discovered the first complete Skelton of a Plesiosaur, a long-necked marine reptile that sparked much controversy and became a leading example of the extinction of species, challenging the biblical notions which so ruled the English society of those times.
I found the story which Tracy Chevalier has written to be an intriguing true tale of a woman who faced debt collectors, religious bias and an unbending male chauvinist, and yet persevered in the face of it all to eventually become recognized for her astonishing contributions to science.
If you have an interest in the natural world and in all of the wonders that await those who are curious and passionate about life's story, I recommend Remarkable Creatures as an entertaining and informative read.
review by Steve Morgan
Road Scholar online lectures
November - Florida's Gentle Giants - Protecting Manatees Above and Below Brexit - A Political Earthquake in Modern Britain
December - Polar Bears - King of the Arctic
To sign up or to learn about new free lectures, visit ROADSCHOLAR.ORG/LECTURE27
[image: ]

December Movie
[image: ]
The Library will show the Iranian movie It Was Just an Accident Sunday, December 13, 3:00 PM in the HCC Auditorium. This movie, from the Iranian director Jafar Panahi, is about a chance encounter which sets in motion a moral thriller. When a stranded driver walks into his shop, mechanic Vahid believes he has come face-to-face with a notoriously brutal guard who tortured him during his political imprisonment. Gathering a band of fellow former inmates, Vahid sets out to take justice into his own hands—but does he have the right man? Shot in secret after Panahi’s longtime ban from filmmaking in his home country, It Was Just an Accident is a tour de force of sustained tension and at times side-splitting	humor,	shifting	perspectives	to examine questions of trauma and revenge.


[bookmark: New_Things_at_Your_Library][bookmark: For_a_complete_listing_of][bookmark: HCL_materials,_visit:][bookmark: https://hillsborolibrary.org][bookmark: Library_Hours:][bookmark: Sunday,_Monday:__Closed]New Things at Your Library
There are several new items available to check out from your Library. In addition to a laptop computer, an iPad and a CD player available for 7 day checkout, before the end of the year we should have two blood pressure monitors, courtesy of The New Mexico Department of Health, available for a 14 day checkout.
[image: ]Also new at the Library are two historic photographs of Main Street Hillsboro circa 1890's.
The photos were donated to the Library by Steve Siegfried and created by Bob Nelson and Sarah Kochian.
Please come up and see them, on display in the Betty Reynold's Reading Room.
And check out the featured Banned Books on display on the lobby. All of these books were banned for various reasons at one time or another.
[image: ][image: ]


For a complete listing of
HCL materials, visit:
https://hillsborolibrary.org
Library Hours:
Sunday, Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Saturday: 10:00am - 3:00pm

Wi-Fi available 24 hours a day
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New Mexico Poet Laureate
Manuel Gonzalez has offered to visit Hillsboro to provide writing workshops. We are thinking of having these in March or April. You can view a summary of the workshops which	may	be	offered	at https://hillsborolibrary/org/events/. If you are interested in attending one or more of the workshops please pre-register at hbolib@gmail.com. Please let us know which workshops interest you. We will have several all on the same day.
It's Fall Seed Time and you can add and withdraw seeds
[image: ]from the Library Seed Catalogue. See one of the Librarians and they can show you how to donate and recieve seeds for your yard, patio or garden.
This is also the time of year when the grant money the Library
has received has been spent in the required time frame so we are again relying on funds from our intrepid BAKE SALE friends and tax deductible donations. You can donate through our website or through this link: https://hillsborolibrary.org/donate/
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Library Bake Sale
The next Library Bake Sales will be on Saturday, November  7, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
            in front of the Hillsboro Post Office.                                        
            December 5, HCC Audiorium 10 AM – 3 PM
Come and get your goodies!
Published by
Hillsboro Community Library	hillsborolibrary.org
P.O.Box 205, Hillsboro NM 88042 (575-895-3349)
Bookmobile Schedule
Caballo at Caballo Country Store and RV Park
Friday, November 20th and Friday December 11th from 10:30 to 11:00 AM

https://nmstatelibrary.org/bookmobiles/west-bookmobile/
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